Conformity, Obedience, Control and Social Influence

Origins of Social Psychology
e How society affects the individual
Hitler
My Lai massacre
Jim Jones

¢ Social loafing, Diffusion of Responsibility, Conformity
and Obedience

Asch’s Experiments on Conformity
e How does the group influence an individuals behavior?
e Several confederates and one real subject
e Subject always answered second to the last
e Confederates gave wrong answers on some trails

V' FIGURE 13-1

Subjects in the perceptual dis-
crimination task used by Asch
were asked to decide which of
the comparison lines (B) was
the same length as that of the
standard (A). How do you think
you would respond if five peo-
ple before you had all said that
comparison line 3 was the cor- | 1 2 3
rect answer? A B

e Many subjects conformed but 63% did not, so many
people do resist group influence

» Group influence was less if confederates were not
unanimous






